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The "Parco Delle Madon�e" covers an area of
approx. 40,000 hectares and �ncludes 15
mun�c�pal�t�es. 
The Ente Parco has the task of manag�ng the
Madon�e Nature Park for the follow�ng
object�ves: Protect�on, preservat�on and
defense of the env�ronment and landscape w�th
�ts h�stor�cal and cultural values; Env�ronmental
management, transformat�on of natural values
�n the park and reconstruct�on of degraded
ones; Soc�al and publ�c use of env�ronmental
goods, support�ng cultural, soc�al, recreat�onal,
tour�st�c, sports and other act�v�t�es that can
�mprove the qual�ty of l�fe of the local
populat�on.
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Madon�e Geopark 
The Ente Parco delle Madon�e �s a nonprof�t �nst�tut�on,  establ�shed pursuant to and for the
purposes referred to �n the reg�onal law 6 May 1981 n. 98. The park �s ub�cated �n north- central
S�c�ly between the T�rrenan Sea �n the north, the Imera r�ver �n the west, the Poll�na r�ver �n the
east and the c�t�es of Sclafan� Bagn�, Caltavuturo, Pol�zz� Generosa, Castellana S�cula e le
Petral�e �n the south.

Proper layout and use of the terr�tory that makes up the park, programm�ng and project des�gn
for th�s purpose; Promot�on of act�v�t�es that can �mprove and develop the econom�c and soc�al
cond�t�on of the local populat�on, espec�ally trad�t�onal and product�on act�v�t�es; Promot�on
and development of sc�ent�f�c research.
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Madon�e Geopark 

The Gole d� T�ber�o geos�te: �t �s located �n
the Poll�na r�ver at 100 m s.l.m. between the
mun�c�pal�t�es of San Mauro Castelverde
and Castelbuono, a geos�te of s�gn�f�cant
geomorpholog�cal and landscape �nterest.
The l�mestone rocks were formed �n the
Upper Tr�ass�c more than 200 m�ll�on years
ago, wh�le the upl�ft of the rocks and the
consequent format�on of the gorge took
place start�ng from the M�ocene, about 23
m�ll�on years ago. The geos�te cons�sts of a
fluv�o-karst gorge engraved by the Poll�na
r�ver �n correspondence w�th l�mestone
rocks; furthermore, morpholog�es l�nked to
r�ver act�on and karst phenomena are
v�s�ble along the walls.
In add�t�on to enjoy�ng the scen�c beauty of
the s�te, �t �s poss�ble to use a r�ver
nav�gat�on serv�ce for cross�ng the natural
narrow�ng. (Upper Jurass�c - Cretaceous)

GEOSITES

a. Gorges of T�ber�us b. La Padella (The Fry�ng Pan)

The geos�te of the Padella �s located �n the
terr�tory of Pol�zz� Generosa. It �s very
steep, w�th a very large head area due to
collapse / overturn�ng phenomena that
caused the character�st�c shape (handle of
the pan) of the or�g�nal fluv�al-karst valley.

The phenomena of excavat�on of current
waters are �ncreased by the cons�derable
slopes present on the sl�d�ng surfaces. The
furrowed f�eld (Karren) on the ne�ghbor�ng
r�se of Cozzo C�rasa �s splend�d.
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GEOSITES

c. P�zzo D� Sant'Ot�ero  

d. P�ano Battagl�a 

P�zzo d� Sant’Ot�ero geos�te: pelag�c
calc�lut�tes and rocky layers cons�st�ng of
small foss�l�zed crustaceans of Daonelle.
The geos�te of P�zzo Sant’Ot�ero �s located
below the crest of Monte San Salvatore �n
the Petral�a Sottana area �n a rather steep
morpholog�cal context that slopes more
gently towards the valley.

The geos�te of P�zzo Sant’Ot�ero �s also an
�mportant h�stor�cal s�te from wh�ch the
mater�al for the construct�on of the
columns of the Mother Church of Petral�a
Sottana was extracted. A column part�ally
extracted and left �n place �s st�ll v�s�ble
nearby, probably because �t was broken
dur�ng the construct�on phase.

It �s a Geos�te recogn�zed by the A.R.T.A.
referr�ng to a l�mestone outcrop of the
Panorm�de Doma�n wh�ch, due to the
splend�d foss�l content of Daonella
Tyrolens�s (ext�nct lamell�branchs), dates
back to the M�ddle Tr�ass�c. These are the
oldest rocks of Madon�e Geopark, and also
among the oldest ones �n S�c�ly. 

In the l�mestone outcrop numerous rema�ns
of Conodont� were also found, myster�ous
"an�mals" of the past, of wh�ch only 
the strange mouthparts rema�n.

The Polje geos�te of P�ano Battagl�a
represents a karst system composed of
two adjacent depress�ons at about 1,600
meters above sea level (Battagl�etta and
P�ano Battagl�a) w�th s�nkholes. They are
separated by a structural "threshold" due
to terr�tor�al neotecton�cs. It represents the
ep�gean karst form of greater areal
extens�on of the Madon�e.
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Madon�e Geopark 

e. Raffo M�ne Geos�te  

Rock salt meets art �n th�s geos�te on the
terr�tory of Petral�a Soprana; �t cons�sts of
depos�ts of pure rock salt up to 99.9%, the
format�on of wh�ch �s called the process of
d�ssolut�on and recrystall�zat�on from already
ex�st�ng salt depos�ts.

In the ne�ghborhood �s the s�gn�f�cant
old Sal�nella m�ne, currently
abandoned.
The gesos�te also conta�ns a large room
�ns�de the m�ne that �s used for
museum purposes as �t houses the salt
sculptures created for the b�enn�al
�nternat�onal event.

GEOSITES

The salt reservo�r �s tecton�cally embedded �n
clay depos�ts that probably preserved �ts
�ntegr�ty. Salt �s currently extracted
�ndustr�ally for both food and bus�ness
processes.
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FLORA

Madon�e �s one of the areas of greatest
phytogeograph�cal �nterest �n the
Med�terranean w�th over 1,800 plant spec�es.
There are about 170 endem�c ent�t�es,
�nclud�ng spec�es and subspec�es. Among
them, Ab�es nebrodens�s, V�ola nebrodens�s,
Senec�o cand�dus, Rhamnus lojacono�,
Jur�nea boccone�, etc. are exclus�ve to the
Madon�te area.

Kestrel

More w�despread �s Gen�sta cupan�s,
spec�al�zed on s�l�ceous substrates where �t
�s domest�cated �n env�ronments
or�g�nat�ng from the degradat�on of forest
occup�ed by pastures, wh�le Astracantha
nebrodens�s, a thorny shrub that thr�ves
exclus�vely on more or less calcareous
substrates that have been freed by the
retreat of beech forests and forests d�rectly
below.
Cult�vated plants also have the�r own
pecul�ar�t�es. In th�s context we must
ment�on manna (Frax�nus ornus and F.
oxycarpa) of wh�ch Francesco M�nà
Palumbo researched th�rty d�fferent
var�et�es �n 1876, most of wh�ch cannot be
found today.

Orch�d

   Madon�e F�r (Ab�es nebrodens�s)

Sc�lla

The most relevant case �s that of Ab�es
nebrodens�s, whose populat�on, on the verge
of ext�nct�on, cons�sts of only about th�rty
spec�menl�m�ted to Monte Scalone and
Vallone Madonna degl� Angel�.



Kestrel
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FAUNA

Madon�e hosts all the �nd�genous spec�es of
mammals, amph�b�ans and rept�les that �nhab�t
the �sland, almost 70% of the spec�es of nest�ng
b�rds and close to 60% of the S�c�l�an
�nvertebrate spec�es.

Today, the Madon�e mammal fauna st�ll
�ncludes w�ldcats, martens, porcup�nes, foxes,
hares, coneys, and var�ous spec�es of small
rodents �nclud�ng the rare dormouse.

Of the d�urnal b�rds of prey, Madon�e �s st�ll
home to peregr�ne falcon, kestrel, Euras�an
hobby, buzzard and 4 pa�rs of golden eagles.
Among the nocturnal b�rds of prey we see owls
(Euras�an eagle-owl and barn owl).
Spec�es assoc�ated w�th the th�cket and forest:
var�ous spec�es of great spotted woodpeckers,
warblers, lesser spotted woodpeckers, along
w�th treecreepers,  jays and crows.

Dur�ng the w�nter, there �s a r�ch populat�on of
m�gratory spec�es, wh�ch �s added to the
w�nter�ng ones, as �s the case w�th the f�nch.

From rept�les and amph�b�ans: l�zards,
ocellated sk�nks, Ital�an three-toed sk�nks,
green wh�p snakes, grass snakes, v�pers,
green frogs, very rare land and marsh
turtles, tree frogs, pa�nted frogs and green
toads.
The �nvertebrate fauna �ncludes endem�c
spec�es such as Parnass�um apollo from
S�c�ly, an elegant butterfly that only l�ves �n
the h�ghest areas of Madon�a.

Fox

Even �n rupestr�an env�ronments, �t �s
poss�ble to observe the sol�tary house
sparrow, (wh�ch above 1400 meters �s
replaced by the very rare western
caperca�ll�e and rock bunt�ngs, wheatear,
rock sparrow, black redstart  and red-b�lled
chough...) Another typ�cal �nhab�tant of the
rocks of Madon�a �s the S�c�l�an rock
partr�dge, wh�ch �s now rare or ext�nct �n
many areas of S�c�ly.
Of the fauna of the r�vers, there are st�ll
wh�te wagta�ls, grey wagta�ls and bee-
eaters.

KestrelBee-eater

Turtle

Butterfly (Parnass�um)
  Pa�nted frog
(D�scoglossus)
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MINERALS
The Madon�e, �n the�r geodynam�c structure,
are ma�nly made up of  calcareous and
s�l�ceous rocks, on wh�ch clayey and evapor�t�c
sed�ments can be d�st�ngu�shed.
Among the m�nerals const�tut�ng these rocks,
the follow�ng can be found on the outcrop:
-Calc�te (CaCO3). Ma�nly used as a bu�ld�ng
mater�al, as a rock for art collect�on or even for
crystal therapy.
-Fl�nt (S�O2) of var�ous chromat�sms due to
�mpur�t�es of �ron ox�des. Ma�nly used as
landscap�ng mater�al for construct�on or rock
collect�on. In remote t�mes fl�nt was used �n
the Mesol�th�c/Neol�th�c for the manufacture
of weapons or tools of da�ly l�fe (Grotta del
Vecch�uzzo, Grotta d� Sc�llato).

-Clays (hydrated alum�n�um s�l�cates). Ma�nly
used for ceram�c hand�craft �n the area.
-Gypsum  (CaSO4<2H2O) calc�um sulphate
d�hydrate. Used as a cement mortar �n
construct�on, but also as embell�shment or 
 �n rock collect�ons.
-Rock salt (NaCl). Ma�nly used for food
preparat�on.

Calc�te

Gypsum

Rock salt

Jasper

Clays
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GEOFOOD

In the Madon�e park there are ash trees,
v�neyards, ol�ve groves, orchards and med�c�nal
plants, vegetables, and farms that g�ve l�fe to raw
mater�als such as Madon�e manna, extra v�rg�n
ol�ve o�l, zesty orange, Sc�llato apr�cot, Badda d�
Pol�zz� beans, oregano, bas�l�sk mushrooms
(Pleurotus nebrodens�s), hazelnuts, anc�ent
gra�ns, S�c�l�an black bee honey, etc. Furthermore,
cheeses such as provola delle Madon�e, S�c�l�an
pecor�no, scamorza, scacc�ata, etc. can be
enjoyed.

"Pan�ere Natura" brand

Manna

Numerous typ�cal d�shes and desserts. Among
them, sfogl�o, one of the oldest sweets typ�cal of
Madon�e, dates back to the 15th century. The
ma�n �ngred�ent �s tuma, a fresh cheese, enr�ched
w�th cand�ed pumpk�n, c�nnamon and chocolate.

Badda d� Pol�zz� beans

Sfogl�o


